
AAJ
w

w
AMERICAN   JUDGES   ASSOCIATION

                
                 Annual Educational Conference54th

October 5–10, 2014
The Golden Nugget, Las Vegas, Nevada

AMERICAN JUDGES ASSOCIATION

c/o National Center for State Courts

300 Newport Avenue

Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147

Nonprofit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Richmond, VA

Permit No. 750

AMERICAN JUDGES ASSOCIATION /AMERICAN JUDGES FOUNDATION

54th Annual Educational Conference
October 5–10, 2014
THE GOLDEN NUGGET, LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

president 
Elliott Zide 
Massachusetts

president-elect 
Brian MacKenzie 

Michigan

vice president 
John Conery 

Louisiana

secretary 
Russell Otter 

Ontario

treasurer  

Kevin Burke 
Minnesota

immediate past president  

Toni Manning Higginbotham 
Louisiana

Please Join Us 
for “New Strategies for Old Challenges: Presenting the 
Best Judicial Practices Developed by Judges.” 

Photos courtesy of Las Vegas News Bureau

The American Judges Association will gather for 
our 2014 Annual Conference, October 5-10, 2014 
at the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas. I always look 
forward to AJA conferences and the opportunity to 
attend fascinating educational sessions on a variety 
of topics of significant interest to trial and appellate 
judges of every experience. Just as important, this 
conference provides an exciting atmosphere to 
gather with old friends and meet new ones. AJA 
has a well-earned reputation for creating invaluable 
networking opportunities for spending quality time 
with colleagues from across the United States and 
Canada. Do not miss this chance to reinvigorate our 
shared passion to be better judges. Please take a few 
minutes to read this brochure, and then register as 
soon as possible for this great conference.
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The American Judges Association will gather for 
our 2014 Annual Conference, October 5-10, 2014 
at the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas. I always look 
forward to AJA conferences and the opportunity to 
attend fascinating educational sessions on a variety 
of topics of significant interest to trial and appellate 
judges of every experience. Just as important, this 
conference provides an exciting atmosphere to 
gather with old friends and meet new ones. AJA 
has a well-earned reputation for creating invaluable 
networking opportunities for spending quality time 
with colleagues from across the United States and 
Canada. Do not miss this chance to reinvigorate our 
shared passion to be better judges. Please take a few 
minutes to read this brochure, and then register as 
soon as possible for this great conference.



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremonies
Presiding: Hon. Elliott Zide, President, AJA

9:00 – 10:25 a.m. 
Plenary Session
Ex Parte Communications: Recognizing 
Typical and Atypical Contacts, Avoiding 
the Inevitable, and How to Proceed 
Safely [Judicial Ethics Program] 

Faculty: Hon. Richard Glasson, Tahoe 
Justice Court, Douglas County, Nevada

Using multimedia and case studies, 
this session will focus on building self-
awareness for judges and for court staff 
regarding ex parte communications; 
recognizing the difference between a 
permissible and an impermissible ex 
parte communication; and formulating 
appropriate documentation, responses, 
and avoidance strategies.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Choice Session A:
The Mind of the Batterer

Faculty: David J. H. Garvin, LMSW, Chief 
Operating Officer, Catholic Social Services, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Learn from a nationally renowned 
expert in batterer intervention 
treatment how batterers manipulate 
criminal justice system participants, 
as well as victims, and why and how 
batterers act as they do. Gain insight 
into how batterers think and how to 
intervene most effectively to protect 
victims and provide accountability. Find 
out what an effective batterer treatment 
program requires and how judges can 
ethically work with treatment programs 
to improve community safety.

Choice Session B:
Court and Courtroom Technology in the 
Age of the Cloud and iPad

Faculty: Prof. Fredric I. Lederer, Chancellor 
Professor of Law, William and Mary Law 
School, Williamsburg, Virginia

This program will review how 
technology is changing how judges 
perform their traditional duties and will 
hazard predictions of what the future 
may hold and how judges can prepare.

12:15–1:30 p.m.
Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Plenary Session
Threats Outside the Courthouse — 
Protecting You and Your Family 

New Strategies for  
Old Challenges — 
Presenting the Best Judicial Practices 
Developed by Judges
The city of Las Vegas welcomes the American Judges 
Association. Come and experience all the glitz and glamour 
of Las Vegas, as well as the education and collegiality of an 
AJA conference.

You will have the opportunity to meet colleagues from 
across the United States and Canada, share ideas with them, 
and attend interesting and informative educational sessions. 
The Education Committee, co-chaired by Judges Catherine 
Shaffer and Richard Kayne (WA), has planned a fantastic 
program, including sessions on ethics: ex parte and recusal, 
court security, access to courts for people with disabilities, 
victim advocacy, and cultural recognition. Attendees also 
will have the opportunity to enjoy the ever-popular review 
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2012–2013 term by Professor 
Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this 
brochure provides more details on the education program. 
You’ll see that AJA is offering over 15 hours of education, all 
designed to further our goal of  “Making Better Judges.”

Expect outstanding social events, including a welcome 
reception on Sunday evening, a fabulous President’s Reception 
and Gala on Thursday, and others still in the planning.

Registration
The conference registration fee is $495; however, those 
judges who postmark their registrations (accompanied 
by payment) no later than July 1, 2014 will pay only $450. 
The fee for guests and spouses is $200, with an “early bird 
special” of $175 for registrations postmarked by July 1.  
The judge registration fee includes the welcome reception, 
Tuesday lunch, coffee breaks, the President’s Reception 
and Banquet, and all conference materials. The spouse 
registration fee includes the welcome reception, Tuesday 
lunch, and the final reception and banquet. Cancellations 
must be submitted in writing; all cancellations will incur a 
$50 processing fee ($25 for guest/spouse fees). Children may 
attend by paying for the individual functions in which they 
participate — a breakdown of costs will be available later.

Vendors
A variety of companies will be invited to display their 
products and services in a general vendor area that will 
be open during the major days of the conference. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to see the latest technology and 
ideas available to assist judges and their courts.

Schedule of EventsHotel Accommodations
The Golden Nugget is located on Fremont Street in 
downtown Las Vegas. Complete information is available at 
www.goldennugget.com/lasvegas/ or by calling (702) 385-
7111. The hotel features over 2,400 rooms, a fabulous heated 
pool with a three-story waterslide and shark tank, spa, shows, 
and numerous shopping and dining options. The Fremont 
Street Experience, with shopping, dining, and a nightly 
musical light show, is just outside the door.

Special room rates have been arranged for AJA and vary 
according to the day of the week. Rates are $69 per night  
for Sunday through Thursday nights, and $129 for Friday  
and Saturday nights. Reservations must be received by 
September 9, 2014. Please contact the hotel at (800) 
634-3454 to make reservations. You must request the 
group rate and identify that you are with AJA. You also may 
make reservations online on the AJA Website (http://www.
amjudges.org/) under “Conferences.” Please be sure to 
make your reservations as soon as possible — it is easier 
to cancel a reservation than it is to get a room when  
nothing is available. 

Transportation
Las Vegas is easily accessible from most major North American 
cities by most airlines. McCarran International Airport (LAS) is 
about 25 minutes from the Golden Nugget and is serviced by 
most major airlines. There are numerous shuttle companies 
available, including SuperShuttle, as well as taxi service. Should 
you decide to rent a car, the hotel has complimentary self-parking.

Attire
Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs.  
The Welcome Reception, President’s Reception, and Banquet 
are more formal, with business attire appropriate (black tie 
optional for the banquet).

Weather
AJA will be in Las Vegas at a great time of year. The weather 
will be warm with high temperatures around 80 and 
dropping to the 50s at night.

Activities/Attractions
There is no lack of things to do in Las Vegas during your free 
time, from seeing fabulous shows, to enjoying fine dining, 
to exploring beautiful scenery just outside the city. You can 
review the shows that will be available at www.lasvegas.
com/shows-and-events/.

As you can see there will be a lot to do in Las Vegas, in 
addition to a fantastic education program, when you come 
to AJA’s 54th Annual Conference. Sign up today!

Photos courtesy of Las Vegas News Bureau

This presentation will describe the 
National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges’ efforts to define and 
operationalize what it means to be a 
trauma-responsive court, as well as 
develop a protocol to conduct “trauma 
audits” in courts to assess the degree to 
which environment, practice, and policy 
are trauma-responsive. This presentation 
will include preliminary findings and 
lessons learned from pilot trauma audits 
conducted in six jurisdictions (Los 
Angeles, California; Austin, Texas; Tucson, 
Arizona; LaGrange, Georgia; Reno, 
Nevada; and Seattle, Washington). 

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Human Trafficking and Its Impact on 
State and Provincial Court Practices (In 
Cooperation with the National Judicial 
College)

Faculty: Terence C. “Terry” Coonan, 
Executive Director of the Center for the 
Advancement of Human Rights, Associate 
Professor of Criminology and Courtesy 
Professor of Law, Florida State University

Did you know that North America is a 
major transit and destination place for 
human trafficking, which occurs in the 
vast majority of its communities? Were 
you aware that in addition to national 
statutes, all 50 U.S. states have laws 
addressing human trafficking? After 
participating in this session, you will be 
able to describe how these laws have 
changed previous definitions of slavery; 
learn how force, fraud, and coercion are 
employed against modern victims; know 
how to apply these laws to case studies; 
and understand how court practices can 
be modified to successfully manage the 
growing number of these cases in state 
and provincial courts.

Choice Session B:
D.I.Y. — V.I.P. Do It Yourself Victim Impact 
Panel

Faculty: Hon. Richard Glasson, Tahoe 
Justice Court, Douglas County, Nevada

Most states and some provinces mandate 
attendance at a meeting of a panel of 
victims of drunk drivers as a penalty 
for a DUI offense; many judges order 
such attendance to deter recidivism. 
Our Nevada association has developed, 
in conjunction with MADD, a protocol 
and best management practices from 
courtroom-based victim impact panels. 
This program will teach how to develop 
your own court-based program. It 
is hoped that immediately after the 
presentation concludes, participants will 
reconvene to see an actual victim impact 
panel at a local court.

6:00 – 8:00 PM
AJF Fundraiser

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Committee Meetings
(Schedule will be posted in the AJA 
registration office and included in 
attendee packets.)

9:00 – 10:25 a.m. 
Plenary Session
The Psychology and Neurobiology of 
Trauma 

Faculty: David Lisak, Ph.D.

Fear is the cornerstone of what 
we have come to understand as 
psychological trauma. The very neural 
mechanisms that produce the fear 
that saves our lives in life-threatening 
situations are the same mechanisms 
that produce the neurophysiological 
and neuroanatomical changes that 
underlie Posttraumatic Stress Disorder. 
This presentation will review recent 
advances in our understanding of the 
neurobiology of trauma—how trauma 
alters the brain, and in so doing alters 
experience and memory, and what this 
means for judicial practice.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Choice Session A:
FASD and the Manitoba FASD Youth 
Justice Program: Diagnosis and Supports

Faculty: Hon. Mary Kate Harvie, Judge, 
Provincial Court of Manitoba

Dr. Sally Longstaffe, Developmental 
Pediatrician and Medical Director of the 
Manitoba FASD Centre

This presentation will provide a brief 
overview of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) — what a diagnosis means 
from a medical perspective and how that 
might impact an individual involved in 
the court system. The presentation will 
also involve a discussion of the Manitoba 
FASD Youth Justice Program, which 
provides access to diagnosis and supports 
before and after a young person’s court 
appearance. The discussion will include 
references to other initiatives of the court 
and the youth justice program. 

Choice Session B: 
Mastering Electronic Discovery 

Faculty: Hon. Susan Burke, Hennepin 
County District Court, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Electronic discovery issues are coming 
to your court soon or are already there! 
In 2010, there were 730 million business 
email in-boxes — in 2014, 2.5 billion 
people had email inboxes. In 2013, 400 
million people used Outlook. In 2013, 
there were roughly 6 billion active 
cell phones worldwide. From 2003-09, 
92% of new information was stored 
electronically. In litigation, there were 
more electronic discovery sanctions in 
2009 than in all the years before 2005 
together. Come find out what to do with 
electronic discovery issues when they 
arrive in your courtroom!

12:15–1:30 p.m.
Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Plenary Session
How Do Members of the Public 
Understand Facts and Law?

Faculty: Prof. Dan M. Kahan, Elizabeth K. 
Dollard Professor of Law and Professor of 
Psychology, Yale University

The lecture will review experimental and 
other forms of empirical research that can 
help judges anticipate how jurors make 
sense of trial evidence and how members 
of the public will react to legal decisions 
by both trial and appellate tribunals.

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Implicit Juror Bias

Faculty: Prof. Anna Roberts, Assistant Professor 
of Law, Seattle University School of Law

What does the most recent social 
science research tell us about the 
phenomenon of implicit or unconscious 
bias among jurors? What methods 
of addressing this kind of juror bias 
have been proposed and attempted, 
and how might their effectiveness be 
assessed? What additional approaches 
to this problem might be worth 
consideration? Attendees at this session 
will be informed about cutting-edge 
research into the workings and potential 
consequences of implicit juror bias, 
as well as of existing approaches to 
the problem, and will share ideas on 
additional potential solutions.

Choice Session B:
The Write Stuff: Good Judicial Writing

Faculty: Hon. Robert H. Alsdorf (ret.), 
Alsdorf Dispute Resolution, Seattle, 
Washington

Hon. Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals

This program will look at how judges 
can best convey rulings through written 
orders and opinions. The presenters will 
emphasize how to write clearly, how to 
handle high-profile cases, and how to 
make sure the parties feel they received 
a fair hearing.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

General Assembly Meeting

10:00 a.m. – Noon
Board of Governors Meeting

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
President’s Reception

7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Installation Dinner (black-tie optional)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting

Mandatory minimum sentences (MMS) 
have arrived in Canada. Why were they 
adopted in the U.S., and what’s been 
the U.S. experience? Have MMS resulted 
in a reduction in crime generally and 
in recidivist crime specifically? Is there 
continuing support for MMS in the 
U.S., or has there been a trend away 
from MMS and toward evidence-
based sentencing or other forms of 
individualized sentencing?

Choice Session B:
Honing Judicial Skills in Domestic 
Violence Cases — FAQs that Can Stump 
Any Judge

Faculty: Hon. Ronald B. Adrine, Cleveland 
Municipal Court

Hon. Elizabeth Pollard Hines, 15th District 
Court, Ann Arbor, Michigan

This interactive workshop will allow 
judges to examine the vexing and 
often counterintuitive issues presented 
by abusive relationships and intimate 
partner violence. The forum will 
provide a unique opportunity for 
those in attendance to review these 
troublesome problems with colleagues 
and noted advocates of effective judicial 
intervention. Attendees are invited to 
bring their most challenging DV issue for 
a “stump the judge” discussion.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Plenary Session
U.S. Supreme Court Review

Faculty: Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding 
Dean, University of California-Irvine School 
of Law

Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin 
Chemerinsky returns for his insightful 
review of the previous term’s work and 
its impact on state court judicial practice.

12:15 – 1:30 p.m.
AJA Awards/AJF Luncheon

Remarks: Chief Justice Mark Gibbons, 
Nevada Supreme Court

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Choice Session A: 
Domestic Violence Advocates: More Than 
Just a Feminist Face …

Faculty: Lore Rogers, Michigan Domestic 
and Sexual Violence Prevention and 
Treatment Board

Ever wondered who those domestic 
violence advocates are and why they are 
in your court? Get a “behind the scenes” 
look into the work, in and out of the 
courtroom, of DV advocates, and how it 
can be critical to survivors’ psychological 
and physical safety. Gain insight into the 
way DV-caused trauma affects survivor 
behavior, and how advocates can assist 
you to better protect survivors and hold 
batterers accountable.

Choice Session B:
Toward a Trauma-Responsive Juvenile 
and Family Court: Initial Findings from 
the NCJFCJ Trauma Audit Project

Faculty: Shawn Marsh, Ph.D., Chief Program 
Officer, Juvenile Law, National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges

Faculty: Hon. Vincent A. Lilley, Roanoke County 
General District Court, Salem, Virginia

Timm Fautsko, Principal Court 
Management Consultant, National Center 
for State Courts

Does personal safety for you and your 
family really matter to you? This session 
will present vignettes of actual incidents 
involving sitting judges and their 
families. The session will highlight steps 
for personal defense during a threat 
or home invasion. Expert advice and 
suggested solutions, including specific 
actions, will be offered on preventing 
and preparing for potential threats, and 
responding to such threats with the 
assistance of U.S. Marshals and local 
law enforcement. (Judicial spouses and 
guests are welcome to attend.)

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Veterans Courts

Faculty: Hon. Brian McKenzie, 52/1st 
District Court, Novi, Michigan

Melissa Fitzgerald

Over more than a decade, some two 
and a half million U.S. troops have been 
sent to war, with 26% suffering invisible 
wounds, including disorders linked 
to criminal behavior, Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, and traumatic brain 
injury. Yet the Department of Justice 
has also found that courts sentence 
veterans more harshly, to about a year 
of additional imprisonment. Is there a 
better way to handle veterans? Learn 
from experienced presenters how to 
best manage these cases.

Choice Session B:
Access to Courts for People with 
Disabilities

Faculty: Hon. Catherine Shaffer, 
King County Superior Court, Seattle, 
Washington

David Lord, Esq., Director of Public Policy, 
Disability Rights, Washington

Participants will be updated on national 
legal requirements for courts and judicial 
officers in providing access for people with 
disabilities, learn about real-life examples of 
obstacles to access, and receive useful tips 
on resources and ideas for accommodating 
people with visual, hearing, physical, and 
cognitive/mental disabilities.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
7:30 – 9:00 a.m.

AJF Officers & Trustees Meeting

7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
9:00 – 10:25 a.m.

Choice Session A:
Mandatory Minimum Sentences: 
Handcuffing the Prisoner or the Judge?

Faculty: Hon. Kevin Emas, Third District 
Court of Appeal, Miami, Florida

Hon. Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court 
of Manitoba



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremonies
Presiding: Hon. Elliott Zide, President, AJA

9:00 – 10:25 a.m. 
Plenary Session
Ex Parte Communications: Recognizing 
Typical and Atypical Contacts, Avoiding 
the Inevitable, and How to Proceed 
Safely [Judicial Ethics Program] 

Faculty: Hon. Richard Glasson, Tahoe 
Justice Court, Douglas County, Nevada

Using multimedia and case studies, 
this session will focus on building self-
awareness for judges and for court staff 
regarding ex parte communications; 
recognizing the difference between a 
permissible and an impermissible ex 
parte communication; and formulating 
appropriate documentation, responses, 
and avoidance strategies.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Choice Session A:
The Mind of the Batterer

Faculty: David J. H. Garvin, LMSW, Chief 
Operating Officer, Catholic Social Services, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Learn from a nationally renowned 
expert in batterer intervention 
treatment how batterers manipulate 
criminal justice system participants, 
as well as victims, and why and how 
batterers act as they do. Gain insight 
into how batterers think and how to 
intervene most effectively to protect 
victims and provide accountability. Find 
out what an effective batterer treatment 
program requires and how judges can 
ethically work with treatment programs 
to improve community safety.

Choice Session B:
Court and Courtroom Technology in the 
Age of the Cloud and iPad

Faculty: Prof. Fredric I. Lederer, Chancellor 
Professor of Law, William and Mary Law 
School, Williamsburg, Virginia

This program will review how 
technology is changing how judges 
perform their traditional duties and will 
hazard predictions of what the future 
may hold and how judges can prepare.

12:15–1:30 p.m.
Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Plenary Session
Threats Outside the Courthouse — 
Protecting You and Your Family 

New Strategies for  
Old Challenges — 
Presenting the Best Judicial Practices 
Developed by Judges
The city of Las Vegas welcomes the American Judges 
Association. Come and experience all the glitz and glamour 
of Las Vegas, as well as the education and collegiality of an 
AJA conference.

You will have the opportunity to meet colleagues from 
across the United States and Canada, share ideas with them, 
and attend interesting and informative educational sessions. 
The Education Committee, co-chaired by Judges Catherine 
Shaffer and Richard Kayne (WA), has planned a fantastic 
program, including sessions on ethics: ex parte and recusal, 
court security, access to courts for people with disabilities, 
victim advocacy, and cultural recognition. Attendees also 
will have the opportunity to enjoy the ever-popular review 
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2012–2013 term by Professor 
Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this 
brochure provides more details on the education program. 
You’ll see that AJA is offering over 15 hours of education, all 
designed to further our goal of  “Making Better Judges.”

Expect outstanding social events, including a welcome 
reception on Sunday evening, a fabulous President’s Reception 
and Gala on Thursday, and others still in the planning.

Registration
The conference registration fee is $495; however, those 
judges who postmark their registrations (accompanied 
by payment) no later than July 1, 2014 will pay only $450. 
The fee for guests and spouses is $200, with an “early bird 
special” of $175 for registrations postmarked by July 1.  
The judge registration fee includes the welcome reception, 
Tuesday lunch, coffee breaks, the President’s Reception 
and Banquet, and all conference materials. The spouse 
registration fee includes the welcome reception, Tuesday 
lunch, and the final reception and banquet. Cancellations 
must be submitted in writing; all cancellations will incur a 
$50 processing fee ($25 for guest/spouse fees). Children may 
attend by paying for the individual functions in which they 
participate — a breakdown of costs will be available later.

Vendors
A variety of companies will be invited to display their 
products and services in a general vendor area that will 
be open during the major days of the conference. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to see the latest technology and 
ideas available to assist judges and their courts.

Schedule of EventsHotel Accommodations
The Golden Nugget is located on Fremont Street in 
downtown Las Vegas. Complete information is available at 
www.goldennugget.com/lasvegas/ or by calling (702) 385-
7111. The hotel features over 2,400 rooms, a fabulous heated 
pool with a three-story waterslide and shark tank, spa, shows, 
and numerous shopping and dining options. The Fremont 
Street Experience, with shopping, dining, and a nightly 
musical light show, is just outside the door.

Special room rates have been arranged for AJA and vary 
according to the day of the week. Rates are $69 per night  
for Sunday through Thursday nights, and $129 for Friday  
and Saturday nights. Reservations must be received by 
September 9, 2014. Please contact the hotel at (800) 
634-3454 to make reservations. You must request the 
group rate and identify that you are with AJA. You also may 
make reservations online on the AJA Website (http://www.
amjudges.org/) under “Conferences.” Please be sure to 
make your reservations as soon as possible — it is easier 
to cancel a reservation than it is to get a room when  
nothing is available. 

Transportation
Las Vegas is easily accessible from most major North American 
cities by most airlines. McCarran International Airport (LAS) is 
about 25 minutes from the Golden Nugget and is serviced by 
most major airlines. There are numerous shuttle companies 
available, including SuperShuttle, as well as taxi service. Should 
you decide to rent a car, the hotel has complimentary self-parking.

Attire
Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs.  
The Welcome Reception, President’s Reception, and Banquet 
are more formal, with business attire appropriate (black tie 
optional for the banquet).

Weather
AJA will be in Las Vegas at a great time of year. The weather 
will be warm with high temperatures around 80 and 
dropping to the 50s at night.

Activities/Attractions
There is no lack of things to do in Las Vegas during your free 
time, from seeing fabulous shows, to enjoying fine dining, 
to exploring beautiful scenery just outside the city. You can 
review the shows that will be available at www.lasvegas.
com/shows-and-events/.

As you can see there will be a lot to do in Las Vegas, in 
addition to a fantastic education program, when you come 
to AJA’s 54th Annual Conference. Sign up today!

Photos courtesy of Las Vegas News Bureau

This presentation will describe the 
National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges’ efforts to define and 
operationalize what it means to be a 
trauma-responsive court, as well as 
develop a protocol to conduct “trauma 
audits” in courts to assess the degree to 
which environment, practice, and policy 
are trauma-responsive. This presentation 
will include preliminary findings and 
lessons learned from pilot trauma audits 
conducted in six jurisdictions (Los 
Angeles, California; Austin, Texas; Tucson, 
Arizona; LaGrange, Georgia; Reno, 
Nevada; and Seattle, Washington). 

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Human Trafficking and Its Impact on 
State and Provincial Court Practices (In 
Cooperation with the National Judicial 
College)

Faculty: Terence C. “Terry” Coonan, 
Executive Director of the Center for the 
Advancement of Human Rights, Associate 
Professor of Criminology and Courtesy 
Professor of Law, Florida State University

Did you know that North America is a 
major transit and destination place for 
human trafficking, which occurs in the 
vast majority of its communities? Were 
you aware that in addition to national 
statutes, all 50 U.S. states have laws 
addressing human trafficking? After 
participating in this session, you will be 
able to describe how these laws have 
changed previous definitions of slavery; 
learn how force, fraud, and coercion are 
employed against modern victims; know 
how to apply these laws to case studies; 
and understand how court practices can 
be modified to successfully manage the 
growing number of these cases in state 
and provincial courts.

Choice Session B:
D.I.Y. — V.I.P. Do It Yourself Victim Impact 
Panel

Faculty: Hon. Richard Glasson, Tahoe 
Justice Court, Douglas County, Nevada

Most states and some provinces mandate 
attendance at a meeting of a panel of 
victims of drunk drivers as a penalty 
for a DUI offense; many judges order 
such attendance to deter recidivism. 
Our Nevada association has developed, 
in conjunction with MADD, a protocol 
and best management practices from 
courtroom-based victim impact panels. 
This program will teach how to develop 
your own court-based program. It 
is hoped that immediately after the 
presentation concludes, participants will 
reconvene to see an actual victim impact 
panel at a local court.

6:00 – 8:00 PM
AJF Fundraiser

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Committee Meetings
(Schedule will be posted in the AJA 
registration office and included in 
attendee packets.)

9:00 – 10:25 a.m. 
Plenary Session
The Psychology and Neurobiology of 
Trauma 

Faculty: David Lisak, Ph.D.

Fear is the cornerstone of what 
we have come to understand as 
psychological trauma. The very neural 
mechanisms that produce the fear 
that saves our lives in life-threatening 
situations are the same mechanisms 
that produce the neurophysiological 
and neuroanatomical changes that 
underlie Posttraumatic Stress Disorder. 
This presentation will review recent 
advances in our understanding of the 
neurobiology of trauma—how trauma 
alters the brain, and in so doing alters 
experience and memory, and what this 
means for judicial practice.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Choice Session A:
FASD and the Manitoba FASD Youth 
Justice Program: Diagnosis and Supports

Faculty: Hon. Mary Kate Harvie, Judge, 
Provincial Court of Manitoba

Dr. Sally Longstaffe, Developmental 
Pediatrician and Medical Director of the 
Manitoba FASD Centre

This presentation will provide a brief 
overview of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) — what a diagnosis means 
from a medical perspective and how that 
might impact an individual involved in 
the court system. The presentation will 
also involve a discussion of the Manitoba 
FASD Youth Justice Program, which 
provides access to diagnosis and supports 
before and after a young person’s court 
appearance. The discussion will include 
references to other initiatives of the court 
and the youth justice program. 

Choice Session B: 
Mastering Electronic Discovery 

Faculty: Hon. Susan Burke, Hennepin 
County District Court, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Electronic discovery issues are coming 
to your court soon or are already there! 
In 2010, there were 730 million business 
email in-boxes — in 2014, 2.5 billion 
people had email inboxes. In 2013, 400 
million people used Outlook. In 2013, 
there were roughly 6 billion active 
cell phones worldwide. From 2003-09, 
92% of new information was stored 
electronically. In litigation, there were 
more electronic discovery sanctions in 
2009 than in all the years before 2005 
together. Come find out what to do with 
electronic discovery issues when they 
arrive in your courtroom!

12:15–1:30 p.m.
Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Plenary Session
How Do Members of the Public 
Understand Facts and Law?

Faculty: Prof. Dan M. Kahan, Elizabeth K. 
Dollard Professor of Law and Professor of 
Psychology, Yale University

The lecture will review experimental and 
other forms of empirical research that can 
help judges anticipate how jurors make 
sense of trial evidence and how members 
of the public will react to legal decisions 
by both trial and appellate tribunals.

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Implicit Juror Bias

Faculty: Prof. Anna Roberts, Assistant Professor 
of Law, Seattle University School of Law

What does the most recent social 
science research tell us about the 
phenomenon of implicit or unconscious 
bias among jurors? What methods 
of addressing this kind of juror bias 
have been proposed and attempted, 
and how might their effectiveness be 
assessed? What additional approaches 
to this problem might be worth 
consideration? Attendees at this session 
will be informed about cutting-edge 
research into the workings and potential 
consequences of implicit juror bias, 
as well as of existing approaches to 
the problem, and will share ideas on 
additional potential solutions.

Choice Session B:
The Write Stuff: Good Judicial Writing

Faculty: Hon. Robert H. Alsdorf (ret.), 
Alsdorf Dispute Resolution, Seattle, 
Washington

Hon. Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals

This program will look at how judges 
can best convey rulings through written 
orders and opinions. The presenters will 
emphasize how to write clearly, how to 
handle high-profile cases, and how to 
make sure the parties feel they received 
a fair hearing.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

General Assembly Meeting

10:00 a.m. – Noon
Board of Governors Meeting

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
President’s Reception

7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Installation Dinner (black-tie optional)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting

Mandatory minimum sentences (MMS) 
have arrived in Canada. Why were they 
adopted in the U.S., and what’s been 
the U.S. experience? Have MMS resulted 
in a reduction in crime generally and 
in recidivist crime specifically? Is there 
continuing support for MMS in the 
U.S., or has there been a trend away 
from MMS and toward evidence-
based sentencing or other forms of 
individualized sentencing?

Choice Session B:
Honing Judicial Skills in Domestic 
Violence Cases — FAQs that Can Stump 
Any Judge

Faculty: Hon. Ronald B. Adrine, Cleveland 
Municipal Court

Hon. Elizabeth Pollard Hines, 15th District 
Court, Ann Arbor, Michigan

This interactive workshop will allow 
judges to examine the vexing and 
often counterintuitive issues presented 
by abusive relationships and intimate 
partner violence. The forum will 
provide a unique opportunity for 
those in attendance to review these 
troublesome problems with colleagues 
and noted advocates of effective judicial 
intervention. Attendees are invited to 
bring their most challenging DV issue for 
a “stump the judge” discussion.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Plenary Session
U.S. Supreme Court Review

Faculty: Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding 
Dean, University of California-Irvine School 
of Law

Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin 
Chemerinsky returns for his insightful 
review of the previous term’s work and 
its impact on state court judicial practice.

12:15 – 1:30 p.m.
AJA Awards/AJF Luncheon

Remarks: Chief Justice Mark Gibbons, 
Nevada Supreme Court

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Choice Session A: 
Domestic Violence Advocates: More Than 
Just a Feminist Face …

Faculty: Lore Rogers, Michigan Domestic 
and Sexual Violence Prevention and 
Treatment Board

Ever wondered who those domestic 
violence advocates are and why they are 
in your court? Get a “behind the scenes” 
look into the work, in and out of the 
courtroom, of DV advocates, and how it 
can be critical to survivors’ psychological 
and physical safety. Gain insight into the 
way DV-caused trauma affects survivor 
behavior, and how advocates can assist 
you to better protect survivors and hold 
batterers accountable.

Choice Session B:
Toward a Trauma-Responsive Juvenile 
and Family Court: Initial Findings from 
the NCJFCJ Trauma Audit Project

Faculty: Shawn Marsh, Ph.D., Chief Program 
Officer, Juvenile Law, National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges

Faculty: Hon. Vincent A. Lilley, Roanoke County 
General District Court, Salem, Virginia

Timm Fautsko, Principal Court 
Management Consultant, National Center 
for State Courts

Does personal safety for you and your 
family really matter to you? This session 
will present vignettes of actual incidents 
involving sitting judges and their 
families. The session will highlight steps 
for personal defense during a threat 
or home invasion. Expert advice and 
suggested solutions, including specific 
actions, will be offered on preventing 
and preparing for potential threats, and 
responding to such threats with the 
assistance of U.S. Marshals and local 
law enforcement. (Judicial spouses and 
guests are welcome to attend.)

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Veterans Courts

Faculty: Hon. Brian McKenzie, 52/1st 
District Court, Novi, Michigan

Melissa Fitzgerald

Over more than a decade, some two 
and a half million U.S. troops have been 
sent to war, with 26% suffering invisible 
wounds, including disorders linked 
to criminal behavior, Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, and traumatic brain 
injury. Yet the Department of Justice 
has also found that courts sentence 
veterans more harshly, to about a year 
of additional imprisonment. Is there a 
better way to handle veterans? Learn 
from experienced presenters how to 
best manage these cases.

Choice Session B:
Access to Courts for People with 
Disabilities

Faculty: Hon. Catherine Shaffer, 
King County Superior Court, Seattle, 
Washington

David Lord, Esq., Director of Public Policy, 
Disability Rights, Washington

Participants will be updated on national 
legal requirements for courts and judicial 
officers in providing access for people with 
disabilities, learn about real-life examples of 
obstacles to access, and receive useful tips 
on resources and ideas for accommodating 
people with visual, hearing, physical, and 
cognitive/mental disabilities.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
7:30 – 9:00 a.m.

AJF Officers & Trustees Meeting

7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
9:00 – 10:25 a.m.

Choice Session A:
Mandatory Minimum Sentences: 
Handcuffing the Prisoner or the Judge?

Faculty: Hon. Kevin Emas, Third District 
Court of Appeal, Miami, Florida

Hon. Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court 
of Manitoba



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5
1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration
8:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Opening Ceremonies
Presiding: Hon. Elliott Zide, President, AJA

9:00 – 10:25 a.m. 
Plenary Session
Ex Parte Communications: Recognizing 
Typical and Atypical Contacts, Avoiding 
the Inevitable, and How to Proceed 
Safely [Judicial Ethics Program] 

Faculty: Hon. Richard Glasson, Tahoe 
Justice Court, Douglas County, Nevada

Using multimedia and case studies, 
this session will focus on building self-
awareness for judges and for court staff 
regarding ex parte communications; 
recognizing the difference between a 
permissible and an impermissible ex 
parte communication; and formulating 
appropriate documentation, responses, 
and avoidance strategies.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Choice Session A:
The Mind of the Batterer

Faculty: David J. H. Garvin, LMSW, Chief 
Operating Officer, Catholic Social Services, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Learn from a nationally renowned 
expert in batterer intervention 
treatment how batterers manipulate 
criminal justice system participants, 
as well as victims, and why and how 
batterers act as they do. Gain insight 
into how batterers think and how to 
intervene most effectively to protect 
victims and provide accountability. Find 
out what an effective batterer treatment 
program requires and how judges can 
ethically work with treatment programs 
to improve community safety.

Choice Session B:
Court and Courtroom Technology in the 
Age of the Cloud and iPad

Faculty: Prof. Fredric I. Lederer, Chancellor 
Professor of Law, William and Mary Law 
School, Williamsburg, Virginia

This program will review how 
technology is changing how judges 
perform their traditional duties and will 
hazard predictions of what the future 
may hold and how judges can prepare.

12:15–1:30 p.m.
Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Plenary Session
Threats Outside the Courthouse — 
Protecting You and Your Family 

New Strategies for  
Old Challenges — 
Presenting the Best Judicial Practices 
Developed by Judges
The city of Las Vegas welcomes the American Judges 
Association. Come and experience all the glitz and glamour 
of Las Vegas, as well as the education and collegiality of an 
AJA conference.

You will have the opportunity to meet colleagues from 
across the United States and Canada, share ideas with them, 
and attend interesting and informative educational sessions. 
The Education Committee, co-chaired by Judges Catherine 
Shaffer and Richard Kayne (WA), has planned a fantastic 
program, including sessions on ethics: ex parte and recusal, 
court security, access to courts for people with disabilities, 
victim advocacy, and cultural recognition. Attendees also 
will have the opportunity to enjoy the ever-popular review 
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2012–2013 term by Professor 
Erwin Chemerinsky. The schedule found later in this 
brochure provides more details on the education program. 
You’ll see that AJA is offering over 15 hours of education, all 
designed to further our goal of  “Making Better Judges.”

Expect outstanding social events, including a welcome 
reception on Sunday evening, a fabulous President’s Reception 
and Gala on Thursday, and others still in the planning.

Registration
The conference registration fee is $495; however, those 
judges who postmark their registrations (accompanied 
by payment) no later than July 1, 2014 will pay only $450. 
The fee for guests and spouses is $200, with an “early bird 
special” of $175 for registrations postmarked by July 1.  
The judge registration fee includes the welcome reception, 
Tuesday lunch, coffee breaks, the President’s Reception 
and Banquet, and all conference materials. The spouse 
registration fee includes the welcome reception, Tuesday 
lunch, and the final reception and banquet. Cancellations 
must be submitted in writing; all cancellations will incur a 
$50 processing fee ($25 for guest/spouse fees). Children may 
attend by paying for the individual functions in which they 
participate — a breakdown of costs will be available later.

Vendors
A variety of companies will be invited to display their 
products and services in a general vendor area that will 
be open during the major days of the conference. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to see the latest technology and 
ideas available to assist judges and their courts.

Schedule of EventsHotel Accommodations
The Golden Nugget is located on Fremont Street in 
downtown Las Vegas. Complete information is available at 
www.goldennugget.com/lasvegas/ or by calling (702) 385-
7111. The hotel features over 2,400 rooms, a fabulous heated 
pool with a three-story waterslide and shark tank, spa, shows, 
and numerous shopping and dining options. The Fremont 
Street Experience, with shopping, dining, and a nightly 
musical light show, is just outside the door.

Special room rates have been arranged for AJA and vary 
according to the day of the week. Rates are $69 per night  
for Sunday through Thursday nights, and $129 for Friday  
and Saturday nights. Reservations must be received by 
September 9, 2014. Please contact the hotel at (800) 
634-3454 to make reservations. You must request the 
group rate and identify that you are with AJA. You also may 
make reservations online on the AJA Website (http://www.
amjudges.org/) under “Conferences.” Please be sure to 
make your reservations as soon as possible — it is easier 
to cancel a reservation than it is to get a room when  
nothing is available. 

Transportation
Las Vegas is easily accessible from most major North American 
cities by most airlines. McCarran International Airport (LAS) is 
about 25 minutes from the Golden Nugget and is serviced by 
most major airlines. There are numerous shuttle companies 
available, including SuperShuttle, as well as taxi service. Should 
you decide to rent a car, the hotel has complimentary self-parking.

Attire
Casual attire is acceptable at AJA educational programs.  
The Welcome Reception, President’s Reception, and Banquet 
are more formal, with business attire appropriate (black tie 
optional for the banquet).

Weather
AJA will be in Las Vegas at a great time of year. The weather 
will be warm with high temperatures around 80 and 
dropping to the 50s at night.

Activities/Attractions
There is no lack of things to do in Las Vegas during your free 
time, from seeing fabulous shows, to enjoying fine dining, 
to exploring beautiful scenery just outside the city. You can 
review the shows that will be available at www.lasvegas.
com/shows-and-events/.

As you can see there will be a lot to do in Las Vegas, in 
addition to a fantastic education program, when you come 
to AJA’s 54th Annual Conference. Sign up today!

Photos courtesy of Las Vegas News Bureau

This presentation will describe the 
National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges’ efforts to define and 
operationalize what it means to be a 
trauma-responsive court, as well as 
develop a protocol to conduct “trauma 
audits” in courts to assess the degree to 
which environment, practice, and policy 
are trauma-responsive. This presentation 
will include preliminary findings and 
lessons learned from pilot trauma audits 
conducted in six jurisdictions (Los 
Angeles, California; Austin, Texas; Tucson, 
Arizona; LaGrange, Georgia; Reno, 
Nevada; and Seattle, Washington). 

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Human Trafficking and Its Impact on 
State and Provincial Court Practices (In 
Cooperation with the National Judicial 
College)

Faculty: Terence C. “Terry” Coonan, 
Executive Director of the Center for the 
Advancement of Human Rights, Associate 
Professor of Criminology and Courtesy 
Professor of Law, Florida State University

Did you know that North America is a 
major transit and destination place for 
human trafficking, which occurs in the 
vast majority of its communities? Were 
you aware that in addition to national 
statutes, all 50 U.S. states have laws 
addressing human trafficking? After 
participating in this session, you will be 
able to describe how these laws have 
changed previous definitions of slavery; 
learn how force, fraud, and coercion are 
employed against modern victims; know 
how to apply these laws to case studies; 
and understand how court practices can 
be modified to successfully manage the 
growing number of these cases in state 
and provincial courts.

Choice Session B:
D.I.Y. — V.I.P. Do It Yourself Victim Impact 
Panel

Faculty: Hon. Richard Glasson, Tahoe 
Justice Court, Douglas County, Nevada

Most states and some provinces mandate 
attendance at a meeting of a panel of 
victims of drunk drivers as a penalty 
for a DUI offense; many judges order 
such attendance to deter recidivism. 
Our Nevada association has developed, 
in conjunction with MADD, a protocol 
and best management practices from 
courtroom-based victim impact panels. 
This program will teach how to develop 
your own court-based program. It 
is hoped that immediately after the 
presentation concludes, participants will 
reconvene to see an actual victim impact 
panel at a local court.

6:00 – 8:00 PM
AJF Fundraiser

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.

Committee Meetings
(Schedule will be posted in the AJA 
registration office and included in 
attendee packets.)

9:00 – 10:25 a.m. 
Plenary Session
The Psychology and Neurobiology of 
Trauma 

Faculty: David Lisak, Ph.D.

Fear is the cornerstone of what 
we have come to understand as 
psychological trauma. The very neural 
mechanisms that produce the fear 
that saves our lives in life-threatening 
situations are the same mechanisms 
that produce the neurophysiological 
and neuroanatomical changes that 
underlie Posttraumatic Stress Disorder. 
This presentation will review recent 
advances in our understanding of the 
neurobiology of trauma—how trauma 
alters the brain, and in so doing alters 
experience and memory, and what this 
means for judicial practice.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Choice Session A:
FASD and the Manitoba FASD Youth 
Justice Program: Diagnosis and Supports

Faculty: Hon. Mary Kate Harvie, Judge, 
Provincial Court of Manitoba

Dr. Sally Longstaffe, Developmental 
Pediatrician and Medical Director of the 
Manitoba FASD Centre

This presentation will provide a brief 
overview of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) — what a diagnosis means 
from a medical perspective and how that 
might impact an individual involved in 
the court system. The presentation will 
also involve a discussion of the Manitoba 
FASD Youth Justice Program, which 
provides access to diagnosis and supports 
before and after a young person’s court 
appearance. The discussion will include 
references to other initiatives of the court 
and the youth justice program. 

Choice Session B: 
Mastering Electronic Discovery 

Faculty: Hon. Susan Burke, Hennepin 
County District Court, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

Electronic discovery issues are coming 
to your court soon or are already there! 
In 2010, there were 730 million business 
email in-boxes — in 2014, 2.5 billion 
people had email inboxes. In 2013, 400 
million people used Outlook. In 2013, 
there were roughly 6 billion active 
cell phones worldwide. From 2003-09, 
92% of new information was stored 
electronically. In litigation, there were 
more electronic discovery sanctions in 
2009 than in all the years before 2005 
together. Come find out what to do with 
electronic discovery issues when they 
arrive in your courtroom!

12:15–1:30 p.m.
Lunch on Your Own

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Plenary Session
How Do Members of the Public 
Understand Facts and Law?

Faculty: Prof. Dan M. Kahan, Elizabeth K. 
Dollard Professor of Law and Professor of 
Psychology, Yale University

The lecture will review experimental and 
other forms of empirical research that can 
help judges anticipate how jurors make 
sense of trial evidence and how members 
of the public will react to legal decisions 
by both trial and appellate tribunals.

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Implicit Juror Bias

Faculty: Prof. Anna Roberts, Assistant Professor 
of Law, Seattle University School of Law

What does the most recent social 
science research tell us about the 
phenomenon of implicit or unconscious 
bias among jurors? What methods 
of addressing this kind of juror bias 
have been proposed and attempted, 
and how might their effectiveness be 
assessed? What additional approaches 
to this problem might be worth 
consideration? Attendees at this session 
will be informed about cutting-edge 
research into the workings and potential 
consequences of implicit juror bias, 
as well as of existing approaches to 
the problem, and will share ideas on 
additional potential solutions.

Choice Session B:
The Write Stuff: Good Judicial Writing

Faculty: Hon. Robert H. Alsdorf (ret.), 
Alsdorf Dispute Resolution, Seattle, 
Washington

Hon. Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals

This program will look at how judges 
can best convey rulings through written 
orders and opinions. The presenters will 
emphasize how to write clearly, how to 
handle high-profile cases, and how to 
make sure the parties feel they received 
a fair hearing.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

General Assembly Meeting

10:00 a.m. – Noon
Board of Governors Meeting

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
President’s Reception

7:00 – 10:00 p.m.
Installation Dinner (black-tie optional)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting

Mandatory minimum sentences (MMS) 
have arrived in Canada. Why were they 
adopted in the U.S., and what’s been 
the U.S. experience? Have MMS resulted 
in a reduction in crime generally and 
in recidivist crime specifically? Is there 
continuing support for MMS in the 
U.S., or has there been a trend away 
from MMS and toward evidence-
based sentencing or other forms of 
individualized sentencing?

Choice Session B:
Honing Judicial Skills in Domestic 
Violence Cases — FAQs that Can Stump 
Any Judge

Faculty: Hon. Ronald B. Adrine, Cleveland 
Municipal Court

Hon. Elizabeth Pollard Hines, 15th District 
Court, Ann Arbor, Michigan

This interactive workshop will allow 
judges to examine the vexing and 
often counterintuitive issues presented 
by abusive relationships and intimate 
partner violence. The forum will 
provide a unique opportunity for 
those in attendance to review these 
troublesome problems with colleagues 
and noted advocates of effective judicial 
intervention. Attendees are invited to 
bring their most challenging DV issue for 
a “stump the judge” discussion.

10:50 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Plenary Session
U.S. Supreme Court Review

Faculty: Prof. Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding 
Dean, University of California-Irvine School 
of Law

Noted U.S. Supreme Court scholar Erwin 
Chemerinsky returns for his insightful 
review of the previous term’s work and 
its impact on state court judicial practice.

12:15 – 1:30 p.m.
AJA Awards/AJF Luncheon

Remarks: Chief Justice Mark Gibbons, 
Nevada Supreme Court

1:30 – 2:55 p.m.
Choice Session A: 
Domestic Violence Advocates: More Than 
Just a Feminist Face …

Faculty: Lore Rogers, Michigan Domestic 
and Sexual Violence Prevention and 
Treatment Board

Ever wondered who those domestic 
violence advocates are and why they are 
in your court? Get a “behind the scenes” 
look into the work, in and out of the 
courtroom, of DV advocates, and how it 
can be critical to survivors’ psychological 
and physical safety. Gain insight into the 
way DV-caused trauma affects survivor 
behavior, and how advocates can assist 
you to better protect survivors and hold 
batterers accountable.

Choice Session B:
Toward a Trauma-Responsive Juvenile 
and Family Court: Initial Findings from 
the NCJFCJ Trauma Audit Project

Faculty: Shawn Marsh, Ph.D., Chief Program 
Officer, Juvenile Law, National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges

Faculty: Hon. Vincent A. Lilley, Roanoke County 
General District Court, Salem, Virginia

Timm Fautsko, Principal Court 
Management Consultant, National Center 
for State Courts

Does personal safety for you and your 
family really matter to you? This session 
will present vignettes of actual incidents 
involving sitting judges and their 
families. The session will highlight steps 
for personal defense during a threat 
or home invasion. Expert advice and 
suggested solutions, including specific 
actions, will be offered on preventing 
and preparing for potential threats, and 
responding to such threats with the 
assistance of U.S. Marshals and local 
law enforcement. (Judicial spouses and 
guests are welcome to attend.)

3:05 – 4:30 p.m.
Choice Session A:
Veterans Courts

Faculty: Hon. Brian McKenzie, 52/1st 
District Court, Novi, Michigan

Melissa Fitzgerald

Over more than a decade, some two 
and a half million U.S. troops have been 
sent to war, with 26% suffering invisible 
wounds, including disorders linked 
to criminal behavior, Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, and traumatic brain 
injury. Yet the Department of Justice 
has also found that courts sentence 
veterans more harshly, to about a year 
of additional imprisonment. Is there a 
better way to handle veterans? Learn 
from experienced presenters how to 
best manage these cases.

Choice Session B:
Access to Courts for People with 
Disabilities

Faculty: Hon. Catherine Shaffer, 
King County Superior Court, Seattle, 
Washington

David Lord, Esq., Director of Public Policy, 
Disability Rights, Washington

Participants will be updated on national 
legal requirements for courts and judicial 
officers in providing access for people with 
disabilities, learn about real-life examples of 
obstacles to access, and receive useful tips 
on resources and ideas for accommodating 
people with visual, hearing, physical, and 
cognitive/mental disabilities.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
7:30 – 9:00 a.m.

AJF Officers & Trustees Meeting

7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Vendor area open
9:00 – 10:25 a.m.

Choice Session A:
Mandatory Minimum Sentences: 
Handcuffing the Prisoner or the Judge?

Faculty: Hon. Kevin Emas, Third District 
Court of Appeal, Miami, Florida

Hon. Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court 
of Manitoba
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Please Join Us 
for “New Strategies for Old Challenges: Presenting the 
Best Judicial Practices Developed by Judges.” 
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The American Judges Association will gather for 
our 2014 Annual Conference, October 5-10, 2014 
at the Golden Nugget in Las Vegas. I always look 
forward to AJA conferences and the opportunity to 
attend fascinating educational sessions on a variety 
of topics of significant interest to trial and appellate 
judges of every experience. Just as important, this 
conference provides an exciting atmosphere to 
gather with old friends and meet new ones. AJA 
has a well-earned reputation for creating invaluable 
networking opportunities for spending quality time 
with colleagues from across the United States and 
Canada. Do not miss this chance to reinvigorate our 
shared passion to be better judges. Please take a few 
minutes to read this brochure, and then register as 
soon as possible for this great conference.


