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ouisiana Court of Appeals judge James 
McKay was elected as AJA secretary at the 
2006 annual conference held—fittingly—in 

New Orleans.  He joined the rest of the AJA officers, 

each of whom moved up one position except for 
Treasurer Harold Froelich (Wisconsin), who retained 
that position:

• President Steve Leben, a Kansas state trial judge;
• President-elect Eileen Olds, a Virginia state trial judge; and
• Vice President Tam Nomoto Schumann, a California state trial judge.

Michael Cicconetti, an Ohio municipal court judge, is now the immediate past president.  The current officers 
will be in place until the annual conference in Vancouver in late September.  Please feel free to contact any of 
the AJA officers with suggestions, questions, or concerns:

• President Steve Leben:  sleben@ix.netcom.com
• President-elect Eileen Olds:  eaolds@courts.state.va.us
• Vice President Tam Nomoto Schumann:  tnomoto@occourts.org
• Secretary James McKay:  jfm@4thcir-app.state.la.us
• Treasurer Harold Froelich:  Harold.Froehlich@wicourts.gov
• Immediate Past President Michael Cicconetti:  judgemike@pmcourt.com   

of Anthropology’s 
extensive collection 
of Northwest Coast 
First Nations Art; 
enjoy a Broadway-
style musical and fine 
shopping and dining 
downtown; or take a 
gondola ride to the 
top of Grouse Moun-
tain for panoramic 
views of the city.

For more infor-
mation and a reg-
istration form, go 
to AJA’s Web site at 
http://aja.ncsc.dni.
us/.   

 session with Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of 
the U.S. Supreme Court and a representative of 
the Supreme Court of Canada will be among the 

highlights at the American Judges Association’s 47th An-
nual Educational Conference at the Sheraton Wall Centre 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, September 25-30, 2007.  
This will be the largest gathering of judges ever held in 
North America.

“Judicial Excellence 2007:  Contemporary Skills for 
Contemporary Courts” will be the theme of this year’s 
conference, which will give AJA members an opportunity 
to share ideas with representatives from Canadian judicial 
groups.  Other highlights will include AJA’s white paper 
on improving perceptions of judicial fairness, problem-
solving courts, and Prof. Charles Whitebread’s annual dis-
cussion of “Recent Decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court.”

There will, of course, be ample time to enjoy 
the beautiful city of Vancouver and all it has to of-
fer.  Explore the University of British Columbia Museum 

2007 Annual Conference in Vancouver, Sept. 25-30
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n behalf of AJA’s New Orleans Host Com-
mittee, I extend our heartfelt thanks to the 
American Judges Association for having the 

2006 annual conference in our city despite genuine 
concerns about our ability to have a successful meet-
ing due to the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Individ-
ual recognition for leadership is merited. Mike Cicco-
netti, then our president; John Williams, chairman of 
the Site Selection Committee; the Executive Commit-
tee; and Shelley Rockwell were all determined to help 
a city in need by showing the rest of the country that 
New Orleans was again open for business.

As many of you know, tourism and hospitality are 
a significant percentage of our local economy. There is 
no better way to jump-start our recovery than by hav-
ing a nationally recognized organization showcase our 
city as ready for guests to return. Let us not forget, 
however, that New Orleans is still far from being whole 
again.

New Orleans has long been known as “the city 
that care forgot”; but many New Orleanians now feel 
that their hometown is “the city that the U.S. gov-
ernment forgot to care about.” At the time of the 
AJA conference, we were 14 months post-storm, but 
recovery remained an excruciatingly slow process. 
Although the catalyst for the unparalleled destruction 
and devastation was a force of nature, it was the gross 
negligence of the U.S. Corps of Engineers that caused 
the dislocation of hundreds of thousands of people 
and incomprehensible casualty losses.

In my home parish of St. Bernard, a suburb of New 
Orleans, pre-Katrina we had approximately 67,000 citi-
zens, 27,000 homes, and 1,800 businesses. When the 

levees of the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet failed, due 
to the negligent maintenance of the U.S. Corps of En-
gineers, all 67,000 citizens were displaced. All 27,000 

David S. Gorbaty

Judge Gorbaty gives AJA members a tour of St. Bernard Parish

A line of FEMA trailers
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homes and all 1,800 businesses were 
flooded. 

Our parish is known as a genera-
tional community. Ever since we were 
settled in the 1700s by the Canary 
Islanders, our tradition has been that 
if you are born here, in all likelihood, 
you will live your entire life here. My 
community is not a particularly mo-
bile one. My best friends in elemen-
tary school are still my best friends 
today. We are family friendly, some-
what stubborn, and fiercely proud of 
our home.

Post-Katrina life (i.e., after 
August 29, 2005) is unbelievable. Our 
population, mostly living in trail-
ers, is now somewhere between 12,000 and 15,000.  
Families are still waiting for the arrival of their FEMA 
trailers so they may return home. The bureaucratic 
red tape is a nightmare. Our first and only post of-
fice opened in February 2006. Our first supermarket 
opened in October 2006. Our sewerage system is 
in shambles, and our water distribution system is 
stressed. The street infrastructure has been signifi-
cantly impaired due to the weight of the floodwaters 
and the heavy machinery traversing the roads daily.  
We anticipate 12,000 to 15,000 homes will be demol-
ished before all debris cleanup is completed. By now, 
we hope, the picture is somewhat clear.

Speaking of pictures, it is said that one is worth a 
thousand words. I was given the opportunity to share 
the St. Bernard experience with 55 attendees at the 
AJA conference. A bus tour was arranged and photos 
were taken. I assure the readers these photographs 
accurately depict and honestly represent a sample of 
how my beloved hometown looked in mid-October 
2006.

After reading this article and reviewing the 
photos, please talk to the judges who came to New Or-
leans and ask them about the existing destruction and 
devastation. Come to New Orleans to see it for your-
selves. Then, query your congressmen and senators, 

write to our president, and ask 
them why the citizens of New 
Orleans are being treated as 
though they are from a third-
world country—particularly 
in view of the fact that the 
negligence of a federal agency 
caused much of the holocaust.

Many years ago when Texas 
was a republic, a phrase was 
coined in connection with the 
total destruction and dev-
astation of a mission in San 
Antonio. Taking the liberty of 
literary license, I am going 
to steal it for my own selfish 
purposes and redact it:  

REMEMBER NEW ORLEANS
David S. Gorbaty is a judge on the Louisiana Court of Appeals in New Orleans.  He is a member of the Board of 
 Governors and Executive Committee of the American Judges Association.  

A heavily damaged home

A toilet is all that’s left of this house
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he Nominations committee chair, Judge 
Mike Cicconetti, requests early nominations 
for positions to be filled at the annual con-

ference in Vancouver.  In order for the nominations 
committee to give each name full consideration, it is 
important that nominations be received by July 31.

Officers:  A President-elect, Vice President, and 
Secretary need to be nominated for one-year terms.

Board of Governors:  AJA’s bylaws provide 
that the number of governors representing a district 
depends on the number of members in that district.  
Based on the current membership roster, 12 positions 
on the Board will be up for election.  Of these 12 
positions, 4 currently are held by incumbent Board 
members who are eligible for reelection.  All posi-
tions are for three-year terms.

 Shown below are the states and provinces in the AJA districts.  Immediately following is the number of 
Board positions up for election.

District I (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT, Quebec, Prince 
Edward Island, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick).  No vacancies.

District II (NY).  One position, Anthony Bentley 
completing service.

District III (DC, DE, MD, NJ, PA).  One position,  
no incumbent—due to unfilled vacancy.

District IV (NC, SC, VA, WV).  One position, Ray 
Dezern (VA) completing service.

District V (AL, GA, FL, VI, PR).  One position,  
no incumbent—due to unfilled vacancy.

District VI (AR, LA, MS).  One position, Robert 
Burgess (LA) incumbent.

District VII (OK, TX, Mexico).  No vacancies.

District VIII (IL, IN, KY, TN).  One position, 
Lorenzo Arredondo (IN) completing service.

District IX (OH).  One position, no incumbent.

District X (MI).  One position, Stephen Cooper 
completing service.

District XI (IA, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD, WI, 
 Ontario).  No vacancies.

District XII (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY, Alberta, 
 Manitoba, Saskatchewan).  Two positions—Marty 
Celeste (CO) incumbent; one due to unfilled vacancy.

District XIII (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, British 
 Columbia, Northwest Territories, Yukon Territory).  
One position, Kenneth Eiesland (WA) incumbent

District XIV (CA, HI, NV, Guam, American Samoa, 
Marshall Islands).  One position, James Van Winkle 
(NV) incumbent.

Court of Appeals:  One position (five-year 
term), Aida Flores is eligible for election to a full 
term.

Please send your nominations and the Declaration of Candidacy form to Ms. Shelley Rockwell, American 
Judges Association, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, Virginia  23185, (757) 259-1841.
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1.   Please check three aspects of AJA membership that are most valuable to you.

A. Continuing judicial education (CJE) programs

B. Opportunity to participate in committees and projects

C. Meeting other judges

D. Effectively communicates policy positions to the public, legislators, and others on issues affecting judges

E. Court Review, the journal of the American Judges Association

F. Benchmark, the newsletter of the American Judges Association

G. The AJA’s Web site (www.americanjudgesassociation.org)

H. Direct assistance from officers or staff

I. Demonstrates my commitment to the profession of judging

J. Keeps me informed on issues related to being a judge

K.  Takes policy positions on issues of importance to judges

L. Other (please specify)

2.   Have you ever attended an AJA annual educational conference?

  Yes  [Go to question 3.] No  [Go to question 6.]

3. How many AJA annual educational conferences have you attended?

 1 2 More than 2

4.   Please tell us how satisfied you were with each of these aspects of the conference for the years you have attended:
  Very satisfied Somewhat satisfied Not at all satisfied

 Desirability of conference location/city

 Quality of educational programming

 Quantity of educational programming

 Ability to have free time to explore location

 Conference social events

 AJA business meetings

 Reasonableness of conference registration fees

5. Do you have any suggestions for improving AJA annual educational conferences?
 

 

[For those who answered “yes” to question 2 and  have attended an AJA conference, skip now to question 7.]

2007 Membership Survey
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6. Why have you not attended an AJA annual educational conference?  [Check all that apply.]

 Too expensive to travel to conference locations

 Conference registration fee too expensive

 Funding agencies would not pay costs

 Personal, out-of-pocket costs too high

 New to AJA

 Obtain all needed education at state/provincial judicial conferences

 Obtain plenty of CLE/CJE at many other settings

 Locations not desirable

 Not enough free time during conference

 Time of year of conference (usually Sept. or Oct.) not good for me

7. How likely are you to attend a future AJA annual educational conference?

 Very likely Somewhat likely Not at all likely

8. What could be done to increase the chance that you might attend?

9.   What else could be done to improve the value of the conferences for you?

10. At most conferences, at least 12 to 14 hours of continuing judicial education is provided, along with two lunches, and 
two evening social events (with dinner).  What do you think would be a reasonable registration fee for the conference?

 $

11. What were the reasons you joined the AJA?

12. Assuming you are not still in your first year of membership, what were the reasons you renewed your membership?
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13.  What other associations or organizations are you a member of?

 State/provincial judicial organization

 American Judicature Society

 American Bar Association

 Judicial Division/American Bar Association

 National Association of Women Judges

 National Association of Probate Judges

 Other (please specify)

14. Have you ever attended a program or conference sponsored by one of these groups?

 Yes No  National Judicial College (Reno, Nevada)

 Yes No  Judicial Division/American Bar Association

 Yes No  American Academy of Judicial Education

 Yes No  National Association of Women Judges

 Yes No  National Association of Probate Judges

15.  How do the costs for an AJA conference compare to those of other, similar conferences you might attend?

 Very favorably Somewhat favorably Not at all favorably

16.  Are you a full-time or part-time judge?  

  Full-time Part-time

17.  Does the majority of your annual compensation come from the salary paid for your work as a judge?

 Yes No

18.  How long have you been a member of AJA?

 1-2 years 3-5 years 6-10 years 11 years or more

19. How important to you are each of these aspects of AJA services, membership, or activities?
  Very important Somewhat important Not at all important

 Good conference locations

 Good educational sessions at conferences

 Opportunity to exchange ideas with other judges

 Serving as the Voice of the Judiciary

 Being a resource for research information related to being  
a judge

 Providing good online information

 Defending the role and independence of the judiciary

 Helping individual judges who may be under attack for  
judicial decisions
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20. How is your overall view of the AJA best described?

 Very favorable Somewhat favorable Not at all favorable

21. How interested are you in having the AJA provide each of the following member “rewards” or “services”?
  Very interested Somewhat interested Not at all interested

 credit-card offers with favorable terms

 automobile services (rental or purchase)

 computer discounts

 professional liability insurance for judges

 other insurance (health, life)

22.  Have you retired from being a judge?  

  Yes No

23. What year were you first admitted to the practice of law?  

24. Would you be interested in serving on an AJA committee or task force? 

  Yes No

 If “yes,” are there specific topics or projects you might be interested in ?

If you would like to be contacted about serving on an AJA committee or task force, please provide your name and contact 
information.

 Name: 

 Address:  

 

 E-mail:  Phone: 

	 	 	 Please	return	the	survey	by	fax	(757-259-1520)	or	by	mail	to:	
	 	 	 	 American	Judges	Association
	 	 	 	 300	Newport	Avenue
	 	 	 	 Williamsburg,	Virginia	23185
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2007	Midyear	Meeting
Newport, Rhode Island

April 18-20, 2007
Hotel Viking

$169 single or double

2007	Annual	Conference
Vancouver, British Columbia

September 24-29, 2007
Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre

$229 CN single or double

nited States Chief Justice John Roberts devoted 
his year-end report on the federal judiciary to 
a single topic—the need to increase pay for 

federal judges.  He said that he focused on a single issue 
in an effort to get public attention on it.

Roberts noted that in 1969 a federal trial judge was 
paid $40,000, more than a dean at a top law school 
($33,000) or a senior law-school professor ($28,000).  

Today, he said that federal judges make about half what 
those deans and professors are paid.

He argued that substantial salary increases are 
needed to keep a diverse pool of qualified applicants 
available for new vacancies and to keep current judges 
on the bench for the lifetime appointments that ensure 
judicial independence.  His remarks can be found on the 
Web at http://www.supremecourtus.gov/publicinfo/year-
end/2006year-endreport.pdf.  
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he American Judges Association adopted a 
resolution during its 2006 annual meeting 
supporting raising the age for mandatory retire-

ment in states that have such limits.  The resolution, 
proposed by New York trial judge Abraham Gerges, was 
approved at the AJA’s General Assembly meeting, at 
which all AJA members can participate in decisions made 
by the association.

The motion prompted some debate among AJA mem-
bers.  Supporters argued that age limits are arbitrary and 
that many judges have served with distinction into their 
eighties.  Opponents suggested that some limit may be 
appropriate, since it is difficult to remove a nonperform-
ing judge, and that the policy-making function of courts 
may require diversity, including generational diversity.  
After debate, the motion passed with a sizable majority 
in favor.

The American Judges Association hereby resolves to support an increase in the mandatory retirement age;

across the country, many states are forcing their most experienced jurists off the bench because of arbitrary 
age limits;

these age limits are based on outmoded ideas about aging. Individuals are living longer and healthier lives, 
and working vigorously and productively much longer;

further, some of the brightest and most-respected jurists on the federal bench are well into their seventies and 
eighties; now, therefore,

Be it known, the American Judges Association commits to support legislation to increase mandatory retire-
ment age limits.

  Adopted by the AJA General Assembly
  October 12, 2006

aw students from Pennsylvania and New York 
took home the top prizes in AJA’s 2006 Annual 
Law Student Competition.  This contest is open 

to full-time students in accredited law schools in the 
United States and Canada.

1st Place—$�,000
“Breaking News:  Miller Is Distinguishable from 
 Branzburg”
 Levon Schlichter
 Temple University School of Law

�nd Place—$1,�00
“The Dubai Dilemma:  Congress’ Power to Regulate Criti-
cal Infrastructure in the War Time Context”
 Michael Nonaka
 University of Pennsylvania School of Law

�rd Place—$1,000
“Jailing Ourselves:  Standards Used for Declaring United 
States Citizens Enemy Combatants”
 Joseph Storch
 Cornell Law School

Levon Schlichter 
(center) 
receives his 
first-place 
certificate 
from Judge 
Bruce Campbell 
(left) and 
Dean Robert 
J. Reinstein 
of Temple 
University 
School of Law.
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Embroidered	Patches:			 $3.00 each

Membership	Certificate	Plaques:   $15.00 each
With clear acrylic cover

Baseball	Caps:			 $10.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo

Canvas	Briefcases:			 $25.00 each

Hawaiian	Shirts,	blue	with	white	palm	trees:			 	
	 $40.00 each
 small   medium   large   extra large   XX large

Sweatshirts:			 $25.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large

T-shirts:			 $20.00 each 
Navy with white or white with navy AJA logo 
 medium   large   extra large   XX large

Windbreakers:	  $40.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large

Polo	Shirts:   $25.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large

Fleece	Jackets:	 $25.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

AJA	Sport/Duffle	Bags:			 $25.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo

Juror	Certificates:  Box of 100,  $25.00 each

(preprinted certificates of appreciation for presenta-
tion to citizens serving as jurors in your court—not 
suitable for running through a laser printer)

Please send me

 x   = $ 
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x = $
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x   = $
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x  = $ 
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

    $   
     TOTAL

Name

Address
 Use Street Address

Phone   Fax

Payment Method

 Enclosed is a check for $  payable to AJA (Federal Tax ID #84-0505908)

 Charge $  to:   MasterCard  Visa   Discover

Card #   Exp. Date:  Mo.  Yr.

Signature

Send order form with check or money order to the American Judges Association, 300 Newport Avenue, 
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147 or fax to (757) 259-1520.



300 Newport Ave.
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147

(757) 259-1841

Judge Michael Cicconetti
Painsville Municipal Court
7 Richmond Street,  

P.O. Box 601
Painesville, OH  44077
 

Judge Steve Leben
100 North Kansas Avenue
Olathe, KS  66061

Judge Milt Nuzum
Marietta Municipal Court
301 Putnam St.
Marietta, OH 45750

Chuck Campbell
National Center for State Courts

Postmaster:  Please expedite
Dated material

he AJA Awards Committee welcomes your sug-
gestions for recipients of AJA’s 2007 awards.  
Please look over the form and fill it out with 

information on any person you would like to nominate.  
Be sure to fill in your own name so that we know whom 
to contact if we need further information.

Award of Merit.  To a judge for outstanding contri-
butions to the judiciary.  

Glenn R. Winters Award.  To a layperson who has 
made substantial contributions toward improving the im-
age of the judiciary.

Judge William H. Burnett Award.  To an AJA mem-
ber for outstanding service to the association.

Judge Bob Jones Memorial Award.  To an AJA 
member to recognize significant contributions to judicial 
education.  

FORM
Please send your suggestions by July 1, 2007, to Denise Lightford, Phoenix Municipal Court, 300 West Washington, 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2103; phone (602) 534-3864, fax (602) 534-4779, e-mail dmlightford@aol.com.

Name of person submitting nomination(s).

AWARD (Check one):   Merit   Winters   Burnett   Jones

Name  Title

Address

Telephone

Reason for nomination


