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mproving how courts confront cases involving 
elder abuse and neglect was an important part 
of the agenda at the American Judges Associ-

ation’s 2008 midyear meeting in Amelia Island, Florida, 
May 1-3.  

Kudos to our colleagues Judges Sheila Fell and 
Marjorie Carter of the Orange County (California) Superior 
Court for putting together a substantive, fast-paced, 
nuts-and-bolts program on strategies and best practices 
for judges to use in a wide-ranging number of matters 
involving elders who come before our courts as litigants 
or victims.  The excellent panel of presenters featured 
Judges Fell and Carter and their faculty recruits:

•	 Detective Eddie Boatwright, of the Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Violence Program Office, who spoke about 
emerging trends, techniques, and methods now being 
used by law-enforcement personnel for responding in 
more appropriate (constructive) ways to reports by 
community members who express concerns that there 
may be elders who are being abused or neglected

•	 Lauchlin T. Waldoch, a Tallahassee lawyer with a spe-
cialty practice representing the needs of elders and 
their families, who spoke about the growing number 
of laws and regulations designed to protect elders or 
to assist in them in gaining access to needed services

•	 Prof. Naushira Pandya of Nova Southwestern Univer-
sity of Ft. Lauderdale, a physician with wide-ranging 
experience in diagnosing and treating elders who are 

Judge Elliott Zide, Chair, AJA Education Committee

Boardwalk to the beach, Amelia Island, Florida.

otice is hereby given pursuant to Article V, 
Section 1, of the bylaws of the American 
Judges Association that the annual meet-

ing will be held September 7-12 at the Westin Maui 
in Maui, Hawaii.  The annual membership meeting 
will be held Thursday, September 11 at 8:00 a.m.

Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting 
of the American Judges Foundation will be held 
Tuesday, September 9, at noon at the Westin Maui. 

continued on page two
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(Language	to	be	deleted	is	crossed	out;	language	to	be	added	is	bolded	and	underlined.)

one or more members of the Board of Governors of 
that District, the sitting Governor may continue to 
serve for the balance of the unexpired term of office, 
but in the event of a vacancy for any reason that 
office shall cease to exist.

(c)	 (2)		If	a	District	includes	more	than	
one	state,	province	or	territory,	then	no	state,	
province	or	territory	shall	have	more	than	one	
member	on	the	Board	of	Governors	unless	there	
are	no	candidate	members	in	good	standing	from	
any	other	state,	province	or	territory	in	that	
District.

(d)  All past Presidents excluding the immediate 
past President, The Editors of this Association’s 
Official Publications and the Assigned Representative 
of the Secretariat, shall serve as ex-officio members 
of the Board of Governors, without voting powers.

Sec. 8.  MEETINGS.

(b) A majority of the voting members of the 
Board not	counting	the	past	presidents	shall 
constitute a quorum.  For the purpose of determining 
the number of members of the Board for quorum 
purposes, only the number of voting members not	
counting	the	past	presidents shall be considered.

Sec. 2. COMPOSITION.  The Board of 
 Governors shall include as members:

(a) The duly elected and qualified officers of the 
Association;

(b) The immediate past President of the 
Association; The	AJA	Past	Presidents,	who,	
following	the	completion	of	their	term	of	office	
shall	serve	as	at-large,	voting	members	of	the	
Board	of	Governors	as	long	as	they	remain	dues-
paying	members	of	the	Association;

(c)	 (1)  One duly qualified member of the 
Association for each fifty members residing in each 
District of the Association as defined in Article VII, 
Section 7.  No District shall have more than three 
members on the Board of Governors regardless of the 
number of members in that District.  Any District 
having less than fifty members shall be entitled to 
have one representative on the Board of Governors.  
Any District having more than fifty members but 
less than one hundred members shall be entitled to 
have two members on the Board of Governors and 
any District having more than one hundred members 
shall be entitled to have three members on the 
Board of Governors.  In the event the membership in 
a specific District shall be reduced so as to eliminate 

believed to be abused, who spoke about the need to 
have clearer criteria for diagnosing and differentiat-
ing between elders who may be abused or neglected, 
or may just otherwise be in need of medical, psychi-
atric, rehabilitative, or protective services
Judges Carter and Fell were able to share their 

experiences with the program participants when 
addressing the needs of elders and to demonstrate how 
they use or evaluate the expertise of folks like Detective 
Boatwright, Atty. Waldoch, and Dr. Pandya in analyzing 
information, reaching conclusions, crafting orders, or 
exercising their administrative responsibilities as judges.

The program received excellent evaluations from 
all of those who attended the midyear meeting.  This 

program is an excellent example of how the AJA 
Education Committee continues to explore ways 
to present high-quality, professional development 
experiences, which will, in very practical ways, improve 
the skills of judges and enable them do their daily work 
in ways which bring due credit to our profession, one of 
the main missions of AJA.

Should you like further information about the 
“Understanding the Senior Moment” program, please 
contact Hon. Sheila Fell at sfell@occounrts.org or 
Hon. Marjorie Carter at mcarter@occourts.org.  If you 
have interest in serving as a faculty member or want to 
suggest future programs for AJA meetings, please  
contact ezide@prodigy.net.    

AJA’s Midyear Meeting:  “Understanding the Senior Moment,” continue
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n April 26, 2008, the 
Community Leadership 
Association bestowed 

upon Superior Court judge Gregory	
A.	Adams the Distinguished 
Leadership Award.	 The award 
was presented at the 28th Annual 
Leadership Conference that was 
held in Denver, Colorado.  The Dis-
tinguished Leadership Award rec-
ognizes individuals who have made 
significant and notable contributions for the betterment 
of their communities.  Judge Adams was nominated 
for this award by the Board of Directors of Leadership 
DeKalb.  He is a 1990 graduate of Leadership DeKalb.

AJA member Linda	Strite	Murnane received the 
American Bar Association’s Margaret Brent Women 
Lawyers of Achievement Award for 2008 at the ABA 
annual meeting in New York.  The award is named after 
the first woman to practice law in the United States and 
is presented to women who have achieved professional 
excellence in their field and influenced other woman to 
pursue legal careers, opened doors for women lawyers 
in a variety of job settings that historically were 

closed to them, or advanced opportunities for women 
within a practice area or segment of the profession.  
Judge Murnane is a retired U.S. Air Force judge who is 
currently serving as the senior legal officer, International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, The Hague, 
Netherlands.  In addition she is a former member of the 
AJA House of Delegates.

Former AJA president Bonnie	
Sudderth was honored twice in 
2008.  Texas Wesleyan University 
Law School named her Outstanding 
Adjunct Professor on May 19.  
She has taught law there since 
1999.  The Tarrant County Young 
Lawyers also presented her with 
the Outstanding Mentor Award at a 
ceremony on May 1.

Bonnie Sudderth has served as a judge for the 352nd 
District Court in Texas since 1996.  She was chief judge 
of the Fort Worth Municipal Courts from 1990 to 1996, 
and AJA president from 2001 to 2002.  She holds a BS 
(1982, magna cum laude) in public administration from 
the University of Southern California and a law degree 
(1985) from the University of Texas Law School.  

As caseloads increase, the 
number of documents passing 
through the court system grows 
exponentially—leading to 
increased costs, lost files, and, 
worst of all, postponed hearings. 
Digital document management 
from Laserfiche® clears these 
paperwork backlogs by digitizing 
and storing paper documents in a 
secure, centralized repository. The 
result? Authorized personnel have 
instant access to case information,
leading to faster clearance rates— 
without consuming additional 
staff resources.

Need to see more evidence? Visit 
laserfiche.com/courts to read our 
latest case study on streamlining 
case management and increasing 
efficiency with Laserfiche.
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Judge Bonnie Sudderth
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he National Center for State Courts (NCSC) an-
nounces new resources to assist courts in three 
vital areas:  courts and the elderly, judicial 

salaries, and public education.
NCSC is launching a Center for Elders and the Courts 

as a result of a grant award from the Retirement Research 
Foundation in Chicago.  The Center for Elders and the 
Courts is being established to become the primary 
resource for the judiciary and court management on 
issues related to aging, guardianship, and elder abuse. 
The NCSC plans to increase judicial awareness and to 
provide training tools and resources to improve court 
responses to elder abuse and adult guardianships. The 
Center also will develop a collaborative community of 
judges, court staff, and experts on aging to carry on 
its mission.  NCSC has long recognized the need for 
greater court awareness and improved responses to elder 
issues. A nationally recognized voice for reform on adult 
guardianships, the NCSC has recently tackled the growing 
problem of elder abuse. 

The latest issue of the Survey of Judicial Salaries 
is available in print and online at www.ncsconline.

org.  This issue not only details judicial compensation 
for judges and court administrators at all levels in 
each of the states and territories, but also compares 
retirement benefits for judges across the states.  The 
Survey is published twice each year by NCSC’s Knowledge 
and Information Services.  For more information, 
contact National Center for State Courts, Knowledge and 
Information Services, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, 
Va., 23185; phone (800) 616-6164; fax (757) 546-2075.

A new graphic novel provides courts and schools 
with another tool for educating the public about the 
justice system.  The Case of Stolen Identity, the second 
issue in NCSC’s Justice Case Files series, tells the story 
of Maria Garcia and her family, whose identity is stolen 
in an Internet “phishing” scam.  The story details their 
journey through the justice system to restore their 
credit and good name.  Copies of Justice Case Files 2 can 
be obtained from NCSC by contacting Deloris Gager at 
dgager@ncsc.org or Lorri Montgomery at lmontgomery@
ncsc.org.  
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Embroidered	Patches:			 $3.00 each

Membership	Certificate	Plaques:   $15.00 each
With clear acrylic cover

Canvas	Briefcases:			 $25.00 each

Sweatshirts:			 $25.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

T-shirts:			 $20.00 each
Navy with white or white with navy AJA logo 
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

Windbreakers:	  $40.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

Polo	Shirts:   $25.00 each
Navy or royal with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large

Fleece	Jackets:	 $40.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo
 medium   large   extra large   XX large 

AJA	Sport/Duffle	Bags:			 $25.00 each
Navy with white AJA logo

Juror	Certificates:  Box of 100  $25.00 each

(preprinted certificates of appreciation for presenta-
tion to citizens serving as jurors in your court—not 
suitable for running through a laser printer)

Please send me

 x   = $ 
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x = $
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x   = $
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

  x  = $ 
 quantity item--note color or size cost Total

    $   
     TOTAL

Name

Address
 Use Street Address

Phone   E-mail

Payment Method

 Enclosed is a check for $            payable to AJA (Federal Tax ID #84-0505908)

 Charge $  to:   MasterCard  Visa   Discover

Card #   Exp. Date:  Mo.  Yr.

Signature

Send order form with check or money order to the American Judges Association, 300 Newport Avenue, 
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147 or fax to (757) 259-1520.



300 Newport Ave.
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4147

(757) 259-1841

Eileen A. Olds
Chesapeake Juvenile & 
 Domestic Relations Court
301 Albemarle Drive
Chesapeake, VA  23322

Judge Tam Nomoto Schumann
Orange County Superior Court
North Justice Center
P.O. Box 5000
Fullerton, CA 92838

Edward L. Schumann
1801 Orange Tree Lane,  

Suite 240
Redlands, CA 92374

Chuck Campbell
National Center for State Courts

Postmaster:  Please expedite
Dated material

2009	Midyear	Meeting
Sanibel Island, Florida

May 14-16
Sundial Beach Resort
$155 single/double

2009	Annual	Conference
Las Vegas, Nevada
September 13-18

The Golden Nugget
Rate to be determined

2010	Midyear	Meeting
Tucson, Arizona

May 19-21
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort

$189 single/double

2010	Annual	Conference
Denver, Colorado

October 3-8
 Westin Tabor Center
$205 single/double


