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AMERICAN JUDGES ASSOCIATION AWARDS 2017

HAROLD V. FROEHLICH AWARD FOR JUDICIAL COURAGE
The award is named in honor of Judge Harold Froehlich of Wisconsin, who as a freshman Republican Congressman
risked his political career by voting in the House Judiciary Committee in favor of the impeachment of President
Richard Nixon. Froelich lost re-election but later served as a trial judge in Wisconsin from 1981 to 2011. The award
honors a judge who makes fair and impartial judgments in accord with the rule of law while exercising independence
from personal consequences.

Winner: United States District Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel, San Diego, California, who was recognized for his dignity,
courage, and professionalism when, while handling ongoing litigation involving a presidential candidate, he faced
unfair criticism based on his heritage. (The AJA reprints in this issue Judge Curiel’s letter in response to the award, in
which he notes several judges worthy of note for their own displays of judicial courage.)

CHIEF JUSTICE RICHARD W. HOLMES AWARD OF MERIT
The award honors a judge for outstanding contributions to the judiciary; it’s named in honor of the late Kansas Chief
Justice Richard W. Holmes, who was one of the founders of the AJA.

Winner: Judge Steve Leben, Kansas Court of Appeals, who was recognized for his national work promoting procedural
fairness in court, for coauthoring AJA white papers on procedural fairness and the mental aspects of judging, and as
the editor of Court Review since 1998.

JUDGE WILLIAM H. BURNETT AWARD
The award honors a judge who is a member of the American Judges Association for outstanding service to the associa-
tion.

Winner: Judge John Conery, Louisiana Court of Appeals, who was recognized for his service as an AJA president, offi-
cer and committee chair; for helping to improve links between the AJA and other organizations; and for his work to
educate other judges in the areas of domestic violence and elder law.

JUDGE BOB JONES MEMORIAL AWARD
The award honors a judge who is a member of the American Judges Association for significant contributions to judi-
cial education.

Winner: Judge Catherine Carlson, Provincial Court of Manitoba, who was recognized for her work on educational
programming for the AJA’s 2016 conference in Toronto, for organizational efforts already underway for the educational
programming for the AJA’s 2018 conference in Hawaii, and for chairing the AJA’s Education Committee.

JUDGE LIBBY HINES DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARD
The award is named in honor of Michigan Judge Libby Hines, who while an active AJA member and trial judge has
been a national leader and educator for many years on the appropriate judicial handling of domestic-violence cases.

Winner: Judge Ramona Gonzalez, LaCross County (Wisconsin) Circuit Court, who was recognized for her expertise
on family-law topics, including domestic violence and child abduction, and for her national and international leader-
ship on the handling of these matters in court.
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